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“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think
critically.  Intelligence plus character -  that is the goal of true education."  -
Martin Luther King Jr.

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

I  hope this message finds you in good health and spirits.  I  am writing to
extend a warm welcome to the second semester of the academic year.  It  is
a privilege to be a part of your child’s educational journey.

As the second semester has taken off ,  I  am confident that we will  continue
to build on the strong foundation we established in the first semester.  Our
dedicated staff are committed to providing a challenging yet supportive
learning environment that will  help our students achieve their full
potential .

At HGIC,  we believe that education goes beyond academic achievement and
that our students have a responsibility to themselves,  their families,  and
their communities to make a positive impact in the world.  This semester,
we will  continue to focus on the importance of sustaining accountability
and empowering our students to take ownership of their learning and their
actions.

Thank you for choosing SOS - HGIC,  and I  look forward to a successful and
meaningful second semester.
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Recently ,  SOS -  HGIC’s basketball  teams have been making
headlines.  The boys basketball  team, in particular ,  has been
creating a buzz after they won the ISAAG basketball  tournament.
This marks a significant achievement for the school  and the
basketball  program. The tournament was a grueling competition,
with some of  the best  basketball  teams in the country competing
for the top prize.  The boys'  team had a tough road to the
championship,  facing some tough opponents along the way.
However,  the team remained focused and  were determined to
come out on top.  Their  hard work and dedication paid off  when
they emerged victorious,  winning the tournament and bringing
the championship trophy back to the school .

In addition to the boys basketball  team's success,  the girls
basketball  team also had a strong showing at  the tournament,
f inishing in third place.  This is  a testament to the hard work and
dedication of  the girls  basketball  team and their  coach.  They put
on an impressive performance and made the school  and the
community proud.  The players have received numerous
congratulations from friends,  family,  and the school  has been
celebrating their  victory.  The coach and the players are also
incredibly proud of  their  hard-earned success and are looking
forward to continuing their  winning streak in the future.

ISAAG BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT



In an effort  to provide students with a well-rounded and engaging

education,  i t  is  a requirement for MYP students to learn about

interdisciplinary units ( IDU’s)  in their  curricula.  These units combine

the perspectives of  two or more different subject areas to enhance

student understanding,  foster collaboration,  and promote knowledge

transfer for  l i felong learning.

For MYP4 students,  the school ’s  interdisciplinary unit  focuses on

energy from the perspectives of  the 3 sciences.  Through this unit ,

students explore the transformation of  natural  resources into energy.

The use of  energy for the public good and its impact on the

environment is  also considered.

MYP5 students have two interdisciplinary units :  globalization and

development and sport  and mental  health.  The globalization and

development unit  explores the world ’s  interconnectedness,  focusing

on ensuring fairness in the decision-making process for the benefit

of  al l  nations.  The challenges and opportunities of  global  interaction

will  be explored from the perspective of  economics and geography.

Once the IDU’s are over ,  the students will  have an exhibition to

showcase their  learning and understanding of  various subjects that

have been integrated and taught together and to demonstrate their

skil ls  and knowledge gained.

SOS HGIC INTERDISCIPLINARY
UNITS FOR LIFELONG LEARNING

 



EXPLORING INTERNATIONALISM AND
PAN - AFRICANISM AT SOS - HGIC 

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s e m e s t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t  l i f e  d a y ,  a
c o m m i t t e e  o f  s t a f f  a n d  s t u d e n t s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n
a s s e s s m e n t  o f  h o w  t h e  c o l l e g e  w a s  l i v i n g  o u t  P a n  A f r i c a n i s m  a n d
I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m .  
T h e  c o m m i t t e e  c o n d u c t e d  i n t e r v i e w s ,  r e v i e w e d  d o c u m e n t s  a n d
l a u n c h e d  a  s u r v e y .  T h e  s u r v e y  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f
r e s p o n d e n t s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  d o e s  p r o m o t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m ,
w i t h  m a n y  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y
a n d  p r o m o t i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n s .  T h e  s c h o o l ' s
e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m s ,  g l o b a l  c o m p e t i t i o n s ,  a n d  c u r r i c u l u m  t h a t  f o c u s e s
o n  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  w e r e  a l s o  n o t e d  a s  w a y s  t h e
s c h o o l  p r a c t i c e s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  s u r v e y  a l s o  r e v e a l e d  s o m e  a r e a s  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t .  S o m e
r e s p o n d e n t s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  H G I C  c o u l d  d o  m o r e  t o  p r o m o t e  p a n -
A f r i c a n i s m ,  s u c h  a s  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  m o r e  A f r i c a n  h i s t o r y  a n d  c u l t u r e
i n t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  o f f e r i n g  m o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o
e n g a g e  i n  m e a n i n g f u l  c u l t u r a l  e x c h a n g e  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  A f r i c a n
c o u n t r i e s .  B a s e d  o n  t h e s e  r e s u l t s ,  t h e  V i c e - p r i n c i p a l  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a  g l o b a l l y - m i n d e d  c o m m u n i t y  a n d
p r o m o t i n g  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m  a n d  p a n - A f r i c a n i s m .  T h e
s c h o o l  w i l l  u s e  t h e  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  t h e  s u r v e y  t o  i d e n t i f y  a r e a s  f o r
i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  t o  d e v e l o p  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  w i l l  f u r t h e r  p r o m o t e  t h e s e
v a l u e s .



IT’S YOUR WORLD, EVANGELINE: FROM
PERSONAL PROJECT TO BOOK LAUNCH

 

T h e  B o o k  L a u n c h  o f  N a t a s h a  N .  N e t t e y ’ s  b o o k  t i t l e d  ,  “ I t ’ s  Y o u r  W o r l d ,
E v a n g e l i n e ! ”  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  5 t h  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 2 3  a t  t h e  L a b a d i
B e a c h  H o t e l .  T h e  L a u n c h  w a s  c h a i r e d  b y  H i s  L o r d s h i p  Y o n n y  K u l e n d i ,
J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f  G h a n a  a n d  t h e  M a s t e r  o f  C e r e m o n i e s  o f
t h e  e v e n t  w a s  M r s .  A n i t a  E r s k i n e ,  t a l k  s h o w  h o s t  o f  ‘ S h e r o e s  o f  o u r
t i m e ’ .  

T h e  L a u n c h  i n c l u d e d  b o o k  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b y  M r s  E l i z  D a d s o n ,
P r i n c i p a l  o f  S O S - H G I C ,  M r s  E l i z a b e t h - I r e n e  B a i t i e ,  a w a r d  w i n n i n g
a u t h o r  o f  f i c t i o n  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u n g  a d u l t s ,  M s  B e r y l  S t a n l e y -
M a r b e l l ,  o w n e r  o f  S y t r i s  B o o k s h o p ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  b o o k  r e v i e w  b y  D r .  M a r y
A s h u n ,  P r i n c i p a l  o f  G h a n a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S c h o o l  a n d  a u t h o r  o f  T u e s d a y ’ s
C h i l d ,  S e r r a  A k o t o ’ s  D i a r y  a n d  S e v e r a l  S h o r t  S t o r i e s .  

T h e  L a u n c h  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r ,  N a t a s h a  N .
N e t t e y ,  w h e r e  s h e  s p o k e  a b o u t  w h a t  p r o m p t e d  h e r  t o  w r i t e  t h i s  b o o k
a n d  w h y  s h e  f o c u s e d  o n  t e e n a g e  i n s e c u r i t i e s .  S h e  w a n t e d  t o  s h o w  o t h e r
t e e n a g e r s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a l o n e  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a l w a y s  p e o p l e
r e a d y  t o  h e l p  t h e m  o v e r c o m e  t h e i r  c h a l l e n g e s .  T h e  b o o k  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y
l a u n c h e d  b y  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e n
a u c t i o n e d ,  l e d  b y  M r .  N a n a  K . D .  B e n n e h  o f  U M B  B a n k .  T h e  b o o k  w a s  a s  a
r e s u l t  o f  N a t a s h a ’ s  p e r s o n a l  p r o j e c t ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  p r o j e c t  s h e  d e c i d e d
t o  a d d  m o r e  t o  h e r  p r o d u c t  a n d  p u b l i s h  h e r  b o o k .



THE YURLIM FOUNDATION: A
PROJECT BY DP1 STUDENTS

P r o v i d e  a  s a f e  s p a c e  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  i n s e c u r i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n x i e t y
a n d  d e p r e s s i o n  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s .
E d u c a t e  p e o p l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e e n a g e r s  a n d  p e o p l e  w h o  w o r k  w i t h
t e e n a g e r s  o n  h o w  t o  r e c o g n i z e  c e r t a i n  s t r u g g l e s  a n d  h o w  t o  t a c k l e
t h e m .
A i d  i n  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  i n s e c u r i t i e s  d o n ’ t  m a k e  a n y o n e  l e s s
t h a n ,  a n d  t a c k l i n g  t h e m  s a f e l y  i s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e m .

‘ Y u r l i m ’ ,  a  D a g b a n i  w o r d  m e a n i n g  ‘ l o v e ’ ,  w a s  a p t l y  c h o s e n  f o r  t h i s
i n i t i a t i v e ’ s  n a m e .  T h i s  f o u n d a t i o n  w a s  f o u n d e d  b y  a  g r o u p  o f  D P 1
s t u d e n t s  a n d  c a t e r e d  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t e e n a g e r s
a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e m  a l s o  t o  p r a c t i c e  s e l f - l o v e  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f  t h e i r
l i v e s .  T h e  Y u r l i m  I n i t i a t i v e  w a s  l a u n c h e d  o n  T h u r s d a y  5 t h  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3
a t  t h e  L a b a d i  B e a c h  H o t e l .

T h e  L a u n c h  i n c l u d e d  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  f o u n d e r s ,  N a t a s h a  N e t t e y ,
F a f a l i  G o d z i ,  P h o e b e  N k r u m a h ,  D a v i n a  A d j e i ,  a n d  N u n a  A g b o d z a ,  w h e r e
t h e y  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e i r  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t a l k s  a n d
w o r k s h o p s  w i t h  t e e n s  a n d  p r e - t e e n s .  T h e  I n i t i a t i v e  w a s  f o u n d e d  b a s e d
o n  t h e  f o u n d e r s ’  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  p r o b l e m s  t e e n a g e r s  f a c e ,  i n c l u d i n g
a n x i e t y  a n d  d e p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  t h e i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  a n
i m p a c t  o n  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  i n s p i r e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t o  b e
v o c a l  a b o u t  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  a n d  r e m o v e  t h e  s t i g m a  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e s e
i s s u e s .

T h e  O b j e c t i v e s  o f  T h e  Y u r l i m  I n i t i a t i v e  i n c l u d e :
1 .

2 .

3 .



THE ESAF YOUTH SUMMIT 

 

The ESAF Youth Power Summit is a youth empowerment program aimed to
support young people to strengthen their initiatives as well as foster a culture
of youth involvement in Africa. Over 40 participants from 17 nations attended
the summit. The youth leaders acted as mentors, listening to the teenagers’
proposals and providing constructive feedback. The summit provided an
opportunity for young changemakers to create and expand strong networks
across the continent and even beyond.

Gloria and Lucky Ponchak, siblings at SOS-HGIC, had the opportunity to present
their project which focuses on environmental protection, philanthropy, and
deforestation. They intend to collect as much waste as possible and sell it to
companies and organizations that recycle plastic waste. Some of their 2023
goals are; conducting a food drive once a year, planting about 50 trees by the
end of 2023, nursing 50 tree seedlings, collecting about 50 kg of plastic waste
and selling them, partnering with a number of waste-management
organizations, and in the long run providing job opportunities to unemployed
youth



 

A VISIT FROM SOS LESOTHO

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  S O S  L e s o t h o  r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d  t h e  c o l l e g e  t o
d i s c u s s  w a y s  t o  i n c r e a s e  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  L e s o t h o  i n t o  S O S
–  H G I C .  T h e  d e l e g a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d ,  Y o u t h  D e v e l o p m e n t
/ A l t e r n a t i v e  C a r e  C o o r d i n a t o r ;  I t h a b e l e n g  R a m o n a t e ;  S o c i a l  W o r k e r ,
P a l e s a  K h o t l e l e  a n d  t w o  S O S  V i l l a g e s  m o t h e r s ;  M s .  C h r i s t i n e  A b o k e  a n d
M s .  J u l i a  M a s a b a t a  L e p h e a n a ,  m e t  w i t h  t h e  S c h o o l  L e a d e r s h i p  T e a m
( S L T )  a n d  t e a c h e r s  t o  e x p l o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d
p a r t n e r s h i p .

T h e  t e a m  w a s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  G o d k n o w s  K p o r h a ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Y o u t h
D e v e l o p m e n t  A d v i s o r ,  S O S  C V  G h a n a .  D u r i n g  t h e i r  v i s i t ,  t h e  L e s o t h o
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d
c h a l l e n g e s  r e g a r d i n g  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  T h e y  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d
t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  S O S - H G I C ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a c a d e m i c  e x c e l l e n c e
a n d  d i s c i p l i n e .   
  
T h e  v i s i t  w a s  a  v a l u a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  b o t h  s i d e s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e n s u r i n g  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  S O S  C V  L e s o t h o  a r e  e n r o l l e d
a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  a t  S O S - H G I C  a n d  a c h i e v e
t h e i r  f u l l e s t  p o t e n t i a l .



WELCOMING BEREKET AND YKEALO
BACK TO SOS-HGIC

S O S  -  H G I C  r e c e n t l y  h e l d  a  w e l c o m e  c e r e m o n y  f o r  t w o  E t h i o p i a n
s t u d e n t s ,  B e r e k e t  a n d  Y k e a l o ,  w h o  c o u l d  n o t  l e a v e  E t h i o p i a  f o r  1 8
m o n t h s  d u e  t o  t h e  T i g r a y  w a r .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  f i n a l l y  a b l e  t o  r e t u r n
t o  t h e  s c h o o l  a f t e r  b e i n g  d i s p l a c e d  b y  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e i r  h o m e
c o u n t r y .

T h e  w e l c o m e  c e r e m o n y  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  s t a f f ,  a l l  o f
w h o m  w e r e  e a g e r  t o  s h o w  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  T h e  e v e n t  w a s  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f
t h e  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s ,  w h o  d e s p i t e  t h e i r
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  w e r e  e x c i t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h e
c e r e m o n y ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  g i f t s  a n d  w e l l  w i s h e s  f r o m
t h e i r  c l a s s m a t e s  a n d  t e a c h e r s .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r
e x c i t e m e n t  a t  b e i n g  b a c k  a t  S O S - H G I C  .

T h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  i s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  p o w e r
o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  i t ,  e v e n  i n  t h e
f a c e  o f  a d v e r s i t y .  T h e  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  s u p p o r t i n g
t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t r a n s i t i o n i n g  b a c k  t o  s c h o o l  a n d  h e l p i n g  t h e m  t o
s u c c e e d



TOGO EXCHANGE PROGRAM
TRIP

R e c e n t l y ,  a  g r o u p  o f  D P 1  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  H G I C  v i s i t e d  T o g o  f o r  a n
e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m .  T h e  a i m  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  w a s  t o  i m m e r s e  t h e
s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c u l t u r e  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e m  w i t h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  i t s  p e o p l e .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  w e l c o m e d
b y  t h e  h o s t  f a m i l i e s  a n d  w e r e  a b l e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  l o c a l  w a y  o f  l i f e
f i r s t - h a n d .  T h e y  v i s i t e d  v a r i o u s  c u l t u r a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g
m u s e u m s ,  t e m p l e s ,  a n d  m a r k e t s  i n c l u d i n g  a  t o u r  o f  L o m e ,  a  v i s i t  t o
a m a z i n g  l a n d m a r k s  s u c h  a s  t h e  M o n u m e n t  l ’ I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o m e ,  P a l a i s  d e s  C o n g r e s  a n d  t h e  T o g o v i l l e  M a r k e t .  

O n e  o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  t r i p  w a s  t h e  v i s i t  t o  a  l o c a l  s c h o o l ,  w h e r e
t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  a n d
l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  i n  T o g o .  T h e y  w e r e  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e
w a r m t h  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  a n d  w e r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e
u n i q u e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e y  h a d  w h i l e  i n  T o g o .  

T h e  e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m  w a s  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e t u r n e d
h o m e  w i t h  a  n e w f o u n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  a n d  a  b e t t e r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e y  a l s o  f o r m e d  s t r o n g  b o n d s  w i t h  t h e
h o s t  f a m i l i e s  a n d  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a r e  a l r e a d y  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o
t h e i r  n e x t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m .


